
The Great Schism 
Unit 2 Medieval Period 



Information 

• What Was the Great Schism? 

• Roman Empire Splits 

• Western 

• Eastern 

• The Christian Church 

• Excommunication 

• Language 

• Schism 

 

 



Information 

• Who was responsible for the split? 

• Western Roman Empire 

• Pope Leo IX 

• Eastern Roman Empire 

• Patriarch Cerularious  

 

 



Information 

• When Did the split occur? 

• 9th Century 

• 1054 

• Where were the leaders who 
were involved from? 

• Roman Empire 

• Rome 

• Byzantine Empire 

• Constantinople 



Knowledge 

• How did Christianity officially split in two? 
• Permanent schism developed with the Catholic Church in 

Rome. 
• Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Cerularious and Pope Leo IX 

excommunicate each other. 

 
 

1 : DIVISION, SEPARATION; also 

: DISCORD, DISHARMONY 

2 a : formal division in or 

separation from a church or 

religious body 

 

 
  

http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary-tb?book=Dictionary&va=division
http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary-tb?book=Dictionary&va=separation
http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary-tb?book=Dictionary&va=discord
http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/dictionary-tb?book=Dictionary&va=disharmony


Knowledge 

• Why did the Patriarch and the 
Pope Excommunicate each 
other? 

• Language 

• Filioque 

• Doctrine 

• Political and Theological power 

  



Wisdom 

 The outcome of the Great Schism? 

 The first official split in 
Christianity 

 What will become the Eastern 
Orthodox Church (Greek) 

 What will become the Roman 
Catholic Church 

 



Wisdom 

• Resulting in 

• The Roman Catholic Church 

• Eastern Orthodox Church 

• Greek Orthodox Church 

• Serbian Orthodox Church 

• Romanian Orthodox Church 

• Ethiopian Orthodox Church 

• Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

• Russian Orthodox Church 

 

 

 




